
 
IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK              February 27, 2024 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Chairman David E. Lee, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, Bruce Symes, Commissioner, and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk. 

 

Jeremy Hopkins, Road & Bridge Foreman, Rick Aiello, Allen County employee, Sarah 

Haney, Iola Register Representative, Robert Johnson, Allen County Counselor, Ron 

Holman, House & Grounds Director, Jami Clark, Allen County Appraiser, Jeff Keithly, Thrive 

Allen County, Don Doherty, Northwestern Mutual, Gary McIntosh, Booth McIntosh 

Insurance, Susan Booth, Booth McIntosh Insurance, Logan Booth, Booth McIntosh 

Insurance, Alan Anderson, Polsinelli PC for NextEra Energy, Terry Johnson, citizen, and 

Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Ron Holman led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on February 20, 2024. 

 

Chairman Symes asked for public comment. Jeff Keithly, Thrive Allen County, asked if the 

commissioners had any thoughts or comments on the letter received from Rene Hart with 

Kansas Department of Transportation regarding our 5310 services. Commissioner Lee 

stated at this time he was not interested in merging. Chairman Symes would like to see 

the services provided through ART currently continue running. Commissioner Daniels 

would like to leave as is for right now. Commissioners are leaving the 5310 services with 

Allen County for now, but will be open to future discussions.  

 

Ron Holman, House & Grounds Director, reported that in April the Humboldt food pantry 

will be having an open house. He stated he did get Wi-Fi installed in Humboldt, Iola, and 

Moran senior centers.  

 

Ron presented two bids for painting of the Iola Senior Center on N. Jefferson.   

  



 

 

 
Discussion followed. Commissioner Daniels moved to accept the bid from Superior 

Builders for a total cost of $7,022.00. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  

 

Ron presented bids on a new heat and air unit for Iola Seniors Inc. He received four bids.  

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
Their current unit is 38 years old. Discussion followed. Commissioners would like to support 

the local companies. Commissioner Lee moved to accept the bid from Dales Sheet 

Metal for a total cost of $8,556.40. Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk and Darolyn “Crickett” Maley, Allen County 

Treasurer, presented a proposal for programming for a new NRP plan setup. 

 
With the new City of Iola NRP plan, the City, USD 257 and Allen Community College are 

rebating at 100% for all 10 years. The County was wanting to stay with a staggered plan 

for their portion, years 1-6 at 100%, then 80%, 60%, 40% and 20% for year 7-10. In order for 

this plan to work with the difference in percentages, we will need to have CIC create the 

programming for such. They are quoting $45,250.00. Discussion followed on the pros and 

cons of doing the programming or just changing to match the other participating entities 

in the plan. Commissioners asked if there would be charge for programming if we 

change to 100% for all 10 years.  Crickett will go back to her office and contact CIC for 

reassurance that if we change to match the others participation there will be no charge 

to the county for programming.  

 

Gary McIntosh, Booth McIntosh Insurance, explained their business has been in business 

for 56 years this October. He explained Information about his insurance company. Gary 

introduced Don Doherty.  

 

Don Doherty, RPS Benefits, Northwestern Mutual, stated he recommends staying with 

BCBS. He then explained that if we should choose to use him as our insurance broker, 



 
most of the day-to-day contact will be with Booth McIntosh as they are located here in 

Iola. Chairman Symes stated is concerned with plans that look like we will save for future 

years but will only save on year one. Pharmaceuticals are a major cost. Jeremy Bowman, 

RPS Benefits, stated their broker fee is a flat fee of $1200 per month. Discussion followed. 

 

Alan Anderson, Polsinelli PC for NextEra Energy, asked the commissioners if they had any 

questions or concerns regarding the road use agreement. This will be for the Blackberry 

Transmission Line project. Jeremy Hopkins, Road & Bridge Foreman, reported there is a 

letting scheduled for April on project 247 in regards to the Blackberry project. Chairman 

Symes moved to approve the road use agreement. Commissioner Lee seconded; 

motion passed 3-0-0.  

 

Dawn Murray, ACARF, presented updated financials. Asking for consideration of some 

funding from the county again. Last summer the state mandated that they get air 

conditioning as some of their animals were in distress. They are trying to get an 

engineering firm to look at how to do this. Discussion followed.  

 

Crickett Maley reported that she spoke with Janice from CIC and she confirmed that if 

every entity is the same percentage for all 10 years, there will be no additional 

programming fees. Discussion followed. Chairman Symes moved to go to 100% for 10 

years on the City of Iola’s NRP. Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes for Attorney Client. 

Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  The time is now 10:03 a.m.  Those 

present will be Commissioners (Commissioner Daniels by phone), and Robert Johnson II, 

Allen County Counselor.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:08 a.m.  No action taken. 

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents: 

a) Allen County Fair Board financials for Nov 2023, Dec 2023, Jan 2024 

b) Example of Road Use Agreement for Blackberry Transmission Line from Coffey 

County 

 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

a) Clerk’s Vouchers – $88,594.56 

b) Payroll – Change forms for Seth Pollet, Bethannie Yarnell, Cole Hanson 

c) Payroll – Enrollment form for Cody Heslop 

d) Abatements – RE, Value 15,593, $3,236.96, Year 2022 

  RE, Value 18,025, $3,671.22, Year 2023 

  PP, Value 75, $15.58, Year 2022 

 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

10:11 a.m. until Tuesday, March 5, 2024 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assembly’s Room of the 

courthouse.  

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

Bruce Symes, Chairperson    David E. Lee, Commissioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patterson, County Clerk   Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  


